
1



Why are you doing this? For yourself? Your Why are you doing this? For yourself? Your 
grandchildren? Family or Internet reference 
book?

What story do you want the book to tell?
D   h  h  h   h  ?Do you have the photos to support the story?
Do you have the historical data to support the 

story? (See presentations in February 2009 by 
Testa & Wolf on how to gather ancestor data)

Don’t worry if you don’t have every fact or 
photo that you want. Make this a fun project, not 
work.



What will be the book’s scope? Paternal ancestors, p ,
Maternal ancestors? Both? Add Siblings? Aunts? Uncles? 
Cousins? Great Aunts & Uncles?

Assuming the recipient is your grandchild, the span 
between the child and your grandparents would be 5 
generations.  g

Build desired ancestor tree(s), consistent with scope & 
story. One ancestral lineage (tree) should fit nicely on a 
page.

Select the number of pages per included individual and 
per couple to tell their story (consistent with the planned p p y ( p
images and text).

For clarity & ease of reading, plan opposing pages to 
contain information on the same individual or couple.

Develop a listing of the purpose and content of each 
page  including the number of planned images and an page, including the number of planned images and an 
estimate of desired text space. 



For 8.5” x 11” book at Shutterfly, estimate ~$30 for For 8.5  x 11  book at Shutterfly, estimate $30 for 
20 pages, with ~$1 per each additional page. S&H is 
~$9.

Discounts (often 20%) are common. There may also 
be a discount for additional books which are ordered at 
the same time.

If your story can be told in a smaller (e.g., 8” x 8”) 
format, costs are less. For a larger format (e.g., 12” x 
12”), costs are higher. 

Your cost budget per book will set the total number 
of pages available per book to present your story.

S&H~$9
The total number of recipients/books will determine 

lthe ultimate impact on your checkbook.



By now, you can sense the struggle brewing: shall the By now, you can sense the struggle brewing: shall the 
majestic story be told without budget/page constraint? 
– or shall the number of available pages per book be 
limited to control costs (especially if there may be a 
sizable number of recipients)? 

This struggle must be resolved before moving 
forward.

After deciding, adjust listing of pages and the 
description of their image & text content accordingly.



BUILDING AN ANCESTOR TREE
Not essential, but it pulls the story together.
Using Family Tree Maker or similar software, enter 

the names, dates, etc. for each included ancestor.
Having completed data entry, select the appropriate g p y pp p

command to create an Ancestor Tree, based on the 
youngest member of the lineage (e.g., grandchild).

If the lineage of both parents (of the grandchild) is 
to be included, and the span is 5 generations or so, it 
may be best, spatially, to create a separate tree for may be best, spat ally, to create a separate tree for 
each parental lineage. Use the Vertical tree format.

Copy the tree digitally, and paste (it should fit) on a 
single sheet in Word (landscape). Print clean copy.

Using PSE, scan tree, creating digital image. Save as 
jjpg.



All photos need to be digitized, in the jpg format.All photos need to be digitized, in the jpg format.
The Ancestor Tree must be digitized, in the jpg format.
Work with Photoshop Elements (PSE), Picassa, etc., to 

optimize image quality.
The site, which you select to produce the book, will set h  s t , wh ch you s ct to pro uc  th  oo , w  s t 

the nominal image resolution for best reproduction quality. 
This will usually be 300ppi, but resolutions as low as 200ppi 
may be acceptable, especially at larger image sizes.

For reasons that will become clear in later slides, higher 
image resolutions may be very important in determining if image resolutions may be very important in determining if 
and how an image might be incorporated into your 
presentation. 

If you are scanning photos into a database for use 
on this project, scan at 400-600ppi to provide 
flexibility which you will be glad to have later if you 
use a custom page format.





The choices differ in physical size, cost, image The choices differ in physical size, cost, image 
capacity and the number of options for image layouts, 
cover design and materials, etc.

The preparation process for all photo book choices is 
identical. 





This is the initial page of your project. This is the initial page of your project. 
Select a background pattern. Use the pulldown menu 

to get a broader selection of backgrounds.
Select a text style, size & color. Use the pulldown

menus to get a broader selection.menus to get a broader selection.
Although these selections will nominally show on 

every page, they can also be changed on every page.
Select “Save” and give your project a name.
Select “Next” to move to Page SetupSelect Next  to move to Page Setup.



The title page has a fixed layout because the image The title page has a fixed layout because the image 
appears through a corresponding hole in the book cover.

It’s time to import the images, which you have 
selected for your project, from their location on your 
hard drive.





Select “Choose files” and go to the image folders on Select Choose files  and go to the image folders on 
your hard drive. 

Select the images which you want to upload at this 
time

Select the “Open” button on the image folder Select the Open  button on the image folder 
window. 

The list of images selected will appear.
As you prefer, the images can be uploaded 

individually, in groups as you need them, or all at once nd v dually, n groups as you need them, or all at once 
into the Shutterfly database. Your preference.

Identify a new album with the name of your project. 
If the album already exists, select from pulldown menu.

Select “Start” and the selected images will upload m g p
into the album.



When upload is complete, select “View pictures” and When upload is complete, select View pictures  and 
the album page appears. 



Select “Return to Photobook”.Select Return to Photobook .



Now comes the toughest part of the process –Now comes the toughest part of the process 
selecting page layouts for each page of the book.

Based on the planned image and text content on each 
page (see Slide #5) of your book, you must now 
determine whether your requirements can be met 
through the layouts offered by Shutterfly or whether 
you should create your own custom pages. 

A page may be all text or all images, or a mixture. 
A custom page can be readily created in Photoshop 

Elements (PSE). The custom page must be 11 X 8.5, 
landscape orientation, in order to mesh with the 
Shutterfly layout for a full page insert.



Starting with page 2-3, select a layout for each page Starting with page 2 3, select a layout for each page 
as per your outline plan in Slide 5.

Choose from available layouts that permit you to tell 
your story for that page.

Select the desired layout and drag it to the page Select the desired layout and drag it to the page 
where it will snap into place.



The layout required to accept custom pages is found The layout required to accept custom pages is found 
under “1 image per page”, seventh row.

Drag this layout to every page for which you plan to 
create a custom page.

When every page has a layout, click on the Title Page When every page has a layout, click on the Title Page 
and then select “Get pictures”.

You are now ready to place your images and enter 
your text on the pages using the Shutterfly layouts. 



Selecting “Get Pictures” on any page will bring you to Selecting Get Pictures  on any page will bring you to 
the project album.

Select the images planned for the page on which you 
are working

Select “Add to Photobook” and the selected images Select Add to Photobook  and the selected images 
are moved to the working area for the page, awaiting 
placement on the page.

This process is repeated for every page in the book 
that will contain an image.



Note that the back of the cover (facing the Title Note that the back of the cover (facing the Title 
Page) will remain blank.

The cover of the 8.5 X 11 book has an opening 
through which the Title Page image can be seen. 



Note that the size shape and orientation (portrait or Note that the size shape and orientation (portrait or 
landscape) of the layout space and the image should 
match. If a 4x6 (portrait) image is placed into a 4x4 
(square) or 6x4 (landscape) layout space, the image will 
be cropped. There is limited, but workable, control of 
the croppin  processthe cropping process.

Unfortunately, the sizes of the candidate layout 
spaces are not identified and the user is left to make 
an educated guess. Use common sense and you will be 
close enoughclose enough.

This issue is the reason why you should know the 
layout that will be used before you finalize the shapes 
& orientations of the images for that page.

Repeat this process on every pageRepeat this process on every page.



A sample 2-page set of what can be done using the A sample 2 page set of what can be done using the 
Shutterfly layouts.

If you do not wish to mix B&W and Sepia images, the 
tone of an image can be changed while in the album.
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